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What's A "House Call"? Why Is This A Good Idea?

For New Homes, we can come to the site or your
current home, you can come to our studio, or we
can work together over the internet.  We use a
combination of sketching and computer 3D work to
hone the design, with the final product being
images of a 3D computer model, including
traditional plans and elevations. 

The House Call is an interactive 3D design
session, to start your project off right.  You bring
your dreams.  We bring our creativity, vision and
expertise.   We make sure you understand the
design ideas by doing the design for you using 3D
computer software (on the largest laptop we could
find!)  By doing the design with you, we make
sure it's a design you love, and not because an
architect said you should.

We Get You Out of the Gate
You get the instant gratification of seeing the
design in 3D - which allows you to make good
decisions about moving forward.  We discuss
your budget, family dynamics, timelines, and
anything else that affects the design and
construction - to get you started right.

We make Architecture accessible
Many people are intimidated by the cost or
process of traditional architecture.  The House Call
is designed to remove as many of those barriers
as possible.  Our entire process is designed to put
you at ease and in the control.  It's only the first
step in process designed around Owner
Empowerment.

We Look at the Big Picture
We discuss your other goals for your home.  We
sketch out a Master Plan that makes sure this
year's work doesn't interfere with future plans. 

New Homes

For Additions and Renovations, we come to your
home, and most are a House Call Medium. 
Measuring and documenting the "before" will
usually take approximately 1/3 of the total House
Call time.  If the house is complex enough that
measuring takes us more than 2 hours, we'll be
advising an increase in House Call size.

You Get a Design You Love
You don't have to wait to see a finished design to
tell us what you do or don't like - you tell us as we
draw, and we adjust it immediately.

Additions and Renovations

Kitchen and Bath designs are ideal candidates for
a House Call.  We look at a broader range of
options than a speciality Kitchen Designer, or
kitchen showroom designer.  You can also take
this design to multiple manufacturers and
compare apples to apples.

Kitchens and Baths

New Home - Photorealistic Computer Renderings New Kitchen - Computer Quick Render

Addition & Renovation - "Doll House View"

Addition & Renovation - Hand Sketch over
Computer Rendering
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The image above is a typical House Call working
image.  These are generated almost instantly by
the computer, enabling us to show you many
different views, from all angles.

House Call images like this take a bit longer, so
there are fewer of them.

Photorealistic Renders, like this one, are available
as extra services.

For all but the Mini, you get a PDF file with a
variety of images - including plans, sketches, and
many types of interior and exterior views of the
computer model.

For all but the Mini we prepare a set of drawings
formatted for paper up to 11"x17" ("Docs"), to
augment the color images in the PDF.  The Docs
include plans, elevations (both "to scale") and 3D
line drawings, with notes that describe the design.
Where the PDF is a record of the whole process,
these document the decisions you made.  This
set is intended to help a Builder give you
preliminary cost feedback, to help a Lender
determine how much loan you qualify for, or just
for your mother-in-law to understand the design.

The quality of the images from your House Call
will be similar to the one below and at right, and
other images in this brochure not labelled
"photorealistic".  The completeness of the images
will grow as we progress through the House Call
process.  Early images won't have finishing
touches like window boxes, and will might even
have some "cad gremins", like holes in the roof. 
If you understand the intent, we're going to work
on issues of substance and clean that up later.

What Do you Get?
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The line drawings on this page are all from House
Call Docs.  Overall dimensions, like those shown
below, are generally on the foundation plan.  3D
views, like above, quickly describe the complexity.

The House Call Docs include a preliminary door
and window list, as shown above.  Door and
window sizes are generic, not brand specific. 
Elevations, as shown below, are included as well.
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How Much Does It Cost? What You Won't Get - 
And Other Fine PrintPlease see the House Call Terms and Conditions

at the end of this brochure for a complete price
list.  Please also feel free to call and discuss your
project or anything about the process.  Note that
House Call "size" is not the size of your house -
it's the size of the design challenge.

The House Call is not a Home Inspection.  

The House Call is offered as Architectural service
in Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and
New York.  In other states we are happy to provide
superb Home Design service.

With your paid House Call, you are granted a
copyright license to use the House Call design for
your home or property, but we reserve all rights,
including the copyright.  That means you can
choose to have another Designer complete the
Permit and Construction drawings for your project
if you choose, but you can't use the design for
other purposes.  You can't sell it and you can't
build more than one house from this design.

The House Call is essentially sketching by
computer.  The House Call drawings are intended
for design, and not for filing with the Building
Department, competitive bidding to Builders, or for
constructing the project.  We are happy to prepare
those drawings for you and will discuss your needs
either when we schedule your House Call or
afterwards, at your discretion.  

While we certainly will do our best to be accurate,
we are measuring very quickly and measuring only
once.  The House Call does not include any
warranty or guarantee, implied or otherwise, that
the design will meet your budget or that it can be
built without significant revisions.  

The quality of the design produced depends
heavily on your participation.  For best results we
advise that you eliminate distractions, give prior
thought to your priorities and organize any design
images you've collected.  It also helps if you have a
table cleared.  Electricity is required for all but the
Mini (at least one 3 prong grounded outlet).

New Home - Computer Images
Sections like the one above help people

understand an unusual house, shown below.

New Home - Photorealistic Computer Rendering

New Home - Photorealistic Rendering
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New Home - "Glass House" View

New Home - "Doll House" view (photorealistic)



The House Call drawings can help you check your
budget, both as a decision aid and to obtain
financing.  We can prepare a Schematic Estimate
based on these sketches or Builders can use them
to give you their opinion of the likely cost. 

2 - The Budget

The House Call is Step 1.  We can help you with
the next steps - whether you need a little more
help, full service, or something in between.

Because we can use the House Call drawings to
define our work clearly, we can usually give you a
fixed fee to complete the Design and the
Construction Drawings.  You get the peace of
mind of knowing what your financial commitment
is.  The drawings we produce for you will be
tailored to your needs, with options that we will
discuss thoroughly with you.  Remember - we
want you to be in control.

3 - The Drawings
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We sometimes have Builders we can recommend.
If not, we can guide you through interviewing,
selecting, and hiring a quality Builder.

4 - Finding a Builder

We are available to provide as much or as little
assistance during construction as you need or
want.  Whether you simply want us to be available
to answer questions from your quality Builder, or
you have problems during construction and need
an ally, we'll be there for you.  

5 - Construction

New House - finished!!!
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New House - Construction Drawing New House - Photorealistic Computer Rendering

Aside from a few changes to the windows and
colors, this finished house is pretty much exactly
as the homeowners expected, due to the
accuracy of the Computer Rendering

Addition/Renvoation - Construction Drawing

Addition/Renvoation - Construction Drawing

After The House Call -
Then What?




